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Critical and Neutral Analysis (Part- 3 of 3)

AN ANALYSIS OF THE ANNEXURES AND HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS REPRODUCED
IN THE JUDGMENT'

The first part of this Nivedan puts forth crifical and neutral analysis of
counter affidavit submitted by Anandii Kalyaniji Trust (“AKT”) in Neelkanth
Mahadev Case. The second part was about the Judgment delivered in
the same case. This third part is focused on analysis of the annexures and

historical documents as reproduced in the body of the said Judgment.

After poring over historical documents as annexed in the judgment, |
could observe the underlying Jaina Order and systems of Jain Sangh
then prevailing. How its sacrosanctity was preserved by the then spiritual

leaders and recognized by the ruling temporal sovereigns of those times,

: GuJarat High Court, R/Writ Petition (PIL) No. 180 of 2017, Judgment dated 19.08.2021.
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is reflected in these texts. The same texts also throw light on

unfathomable damage to this Order and systems of Jain Sangh which
were very well maintained till then. The texts also give a brief account of
Shantidas Sheth, founding father of Anandiji Kalyanii Trust whose role was
crifical in changing Jaina Order in the 17th century. An analysis of all

these points will form the part of this Nivedan.

1. Ownership in Jaina Order- The strongest point of Jaina Order and
internal system of Jain Sangh was such that all the powers and
authorities were vested in Spiritual Sovereigns (Acharyas or who-so-ever
is) existing at any particular point of time. As per the scriptures,
ownership of establishments and entities in Jaina Order, vest not in any
Shravak or any body of the Shravakas, but in the Chaturvidh Sangh, and

in tumn in the Acharyas or in the religious monks- the heirs in lineage of

Sudharma Swami,

Shri Dharmadas Gani Maharqj Saheb, the disciple of Tirthankar Shri
Mahavir Swami who was initiated by the Tirthankar himself, in the
scripture Updeshmala narrates that after nirvana of Tithankars the entire
Shashan vests in Acharyas2. There are several other scriptures establishing
this fact, These scriptural evidences are doubtless, prevail all along since

ever and have remained unquestionable in our Jain Sangh till date.

? g 1 Tororafie, ar s e ars |
ImaRefE gagvr, aftesrs w9d aad 11121

... TR TR e i ardviies R T YUt 7 4Tt T . Tika by Siddharshi Gani

Maharaj Saheb on Upadeshmala
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Other than these scriptures, this fact can also be very clearly observed

from the Firman of Emperor Akbar which is replicated in the said
judgment. The Firman issued in honour of the 58t successor to Sudharma
Swami, His Holiness Gacchadhipati Shimad Hirvijaysuri Maharaj Saheb,
particularly recognizes him as the owner of all significant Tirths and

places of worship belonging to Jain Shwetambar Sanght.

Similarly, the Firman of Emperor Jehangir recognizes the 59 & 40t
successors, His Holiness Shrimad Vijaysensuri Maharaj Saheb and His
Holiness Shrimad Vijaydevsuri Maharaj Saheb to be the owners of all
temples and Dharmashalas (Religious institutions)s. The opinion of the
research scholar, Khan Bahadur M.S. Commissariat cited on pg.no. 115

of the said judgment clearly establishes this fact by recording that

‘T SRR OT Hehel Saa=TaATaTf farsafa), d1diemTsmd 3mamat va vadean .. “Tika by Ramvijayji Maharaj

Saheb on Upadeshmala

Wﬂ#?ﬁ?@%ﬁ ...’ Avashyak Niryukti Aagam

4 uwe grant, and bestow upon, Heer BijorSoor, Acharj of the Jain Setambari religion, the mountain Siddhachul,
the mountain Girnar, the mountain Tarunga, the mountain Kessuria-nath, and the mountain Abhoo, lying in
the country of Goozrat, the five mountains of Rajgiree, and the mountain Somed Sekhur alias Parusnauth, lying

in the country of Bengal, together with all the places of worship and pilgrimage below the mountains, ....... *.
Pg no. 96 of Judgment.

® “[That as] Baji Sen Soor and Baji Dev Soor and Khoosh faham Nand Baji Paran have temples and Dharmshalas

in every place and every town ....... And should they wish to rebuild them, no one shall oppose them.” -Firman
issued by Jehangir in 1607 AD
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temples and dharmashalas (Religious institutions) were under the control
of Acharyast.

This scriptural system in which ownership of all Tirths and entities vested in
Acharyas, was distorted by Shantidas Sheth in 17th century who took the
Firmans of the Tirths in his own name on behalf of the Jain community?.
He completely ignored the earlier Firman of Emperor Akbar issued in
honour of His Holiness Gacchadhipati Shrimad Hirvijay Suri Maharqj
Saheb and the tradition which Jain Sangh used to follow. He even
neglected the reigning Acharya and took Firman in his own name,
thereby disturbing the primary order and system of the Jain Sangh. Such
acts by the predecessors of AKT cannot be validated merely because
they claim to have the might and unquestionable power in the Jain
Sangh (which is derived by them without any due process and is against

the scriptures).

This act of Sheth Shantidas deformed the structure established by
Tithankara and as a result this marked the beginning of the transfer of
powers to ‘Shravak Sangh' in order to arbitrarily own, control and

manage the Tirths, temples and religious institutions belonging to the
Chaturvidh Sangh. Such ‘'Shravak Sangh' is neither validated by

&« .issues orders to the governors and jagirdars of the Subah of Gujarat that no one should, without
permission, enter or put up at the temples and the dharamshalas of the Jain community, which were under
the control of Vijayasen Suri and Vijayadev Suri...”

7« .They were issued by these rulers in connection with the grant made by them to Shantidas, as Inam, of the
village (or pargana) of Palitana, also called Shatrunjaya, situated in the sarkar of Sorath in the Subah of
Gujarat” - Pg no. 126 of Judgment,
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Tithankaras nor by the scriptures and traditions followed thereafter.

Sangh established by the Tithankara is always Chaturvidh.

. Representative authority In Jalna Order- Acharyas are not only the
owners but also act as principal representatives of Jin Shashan. As per
the scriptures, the Chaturvidh Sangh can alone be a real representative
of Jin Shashan. Since Chaturvidh Sangh is Shraman Pradhan Sangh,
therefore, only Shraman Bhagwants can be the principal representative

of Jain Sangh or Jin Shashan.

This Order within Jain Sangh can be easily observed from the Firman of
Akbar issued in honour of His Holiness Gacchadhipati Acharya Shri
Hirvijay Suri Maharaj Saheb. The clear interpretation of the words of this
Firman leads to the conclusion that the Firman confirmed the rights upon
H.H. Gacchadhipati Acharya Shri Hirvijay Suri M.S. as he was the

representative of the Jain Shwetambar Communitys.

The same was even concluded by the author Khan Bahadurin the book

reproduced in the said Judgment on pg no. 114, which records that,

....... issued this order bestowing all these hills and temples on Hirviiaya
Suri, in as much as the Acharya was regarded as the representative of

the Jain Svetambar community for whose benefit the order was issued.”

8 Words of the Firman are “....... Furthermore, although these mountains and the places of worship and
pilgrimage, which are the places of the (followers of the) Jain Setambari religion, are given to Heer Bijoy Soor,
yet in reality they are of the followers of the Jain Setambari religion.:.” Pg no. 97 of Judgment.

Education Book Centre, 133, Gala Complex, Din Dayal Upadhyay Road, Mutund (W), Mumbai 80, India

Whatsapp No.: +9199300 11400 | Email: info@jyot.in

Scanned with CamScanner



The same tradition is also noted by another scholar:

"The Jain ascetics who throughout this period acted as representatives

and spokespersons of the Jain community." ®

But for some dismal reasons, Sheth Shantidas was the first to break this
tradition which brought about a sea change in the Jaina Order. For the
first time in the known history, he overruled and superseded the
representative authority of the Chaturvidh Sangh and that of Acharyas.
He undermined the prevailing tradition of considering Dharmacharyas
as representatives of Chaturvidh Sangh. This act is nothing but
disrespectful to the traditions of our Jain Sangh. By overlooking earlier
perpetual Firman honoured to H. H. Hirvijaysuri, Sheth Shantidas obtained
another Firman in his name as a representative of the Jain community of
Western India during the regime of Shahjahan. A relevant point to note
here is, he positioned himself as a representative of the Jain community,
disregarding the authority of the two main essential constituents of
Chaturvidh Jain Sangh i.e, Sadhus and Sadhvis.

The scholarly work forming the part of the said judgment notes the above
fact on Pg No 121.

“...Shantidas stands forth in all these documents as the principal, if not

the sole, representative of the wealthy and powerful Svetambar Jain

? [Professor J. S. Grewal Prize essay - Piety and Royalty: Sectarian Differences within the Jains and the Mughal
Emperors by Shalin Jain]
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community of Western India, and the Emperor confers upon him and his

heirs in that capacity, ....... "
And on Pg No 126,

“...These grants are evidently made to Shantidas as the representative

of the Jain community..."

The change in representation in his period is also noted in an article

submitted under Professor J. S. Grewal Prize Essay:

"..Instead of Jain ascetics, the Jain community was now being

represented by the merchants."10

This was the point where the order of Jain Sangh was broken by
overturning the authority of Acharyas and illegitimately transferring the
representative authority to Shravak Sangh. From this period through the
descendants of Sheth Shantidas, 'Shravak Sangh' began functioning as
a representative of Jain Sangh in a de-facto manner and completely
disturbed the prevalent de-jure system. This has severely caused

marginalisation of Chaturvidh Sangh and side-lining of Dharmacharyas.

3. Independence of Jain religion from temporal authority- The rupture in
the representative authority of Jaina Order not only hit the authority of
Acharyas but it hit over the independence of the entire religion. This of

course speaks volumes of damage done to Jaina Order, but most

10 professor J. S. Grewal Prize Essay - Piety and Royalty: Sectarian Differences within the Jains and the Mughal
Emperors by Shalin Jain published under proceedings of Indian History congress, 2004 Vol.65 (2004) on - P No
355
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importantly and sadly, this brought, in a de-facto manner, the Jain Sangh
under the temporal authority because Sharavaks act as subjects of
temporal State. Resultantly, all religious entities, establishments and
assets are now held by Shravaks and thus subjugated under the
temporal authorities. However, Dharmacharyas, the de-jure owners,

have remained in exile till date but have always remained independent
of temporal authorities.

Upto those times when Acharyas were representatives, the religion was
represented by the independent spiritual authority which was superior to
temporal authorities, but the acts of Sheth Shantidas set aside the

independent and superior voice of religion through Dharmaacharyas.

Here, | would very briefly like to put forth a few incidents showing how
religious monks used to stand in a superior position to that of the Kings.
One of the instances relates to the conduct of Emperor Akbar, having
only temporal authority, towards a religious monk under the reigning

spiritual sovereign - His Holiness Hirvijaysuri Maharaj Saheb.

Emperor Akbar bows down with the aid of his eyes to touch the feet of
the disciple monk of H.H. Hirvijay Suriji M.S .-

“Thereafter facing him (Shantichandra Upadhyay), Shahi (Akbar)
touched both his feet by eyes (saw him with great honour and

respect]"

Heea: anfe: AfReEegg dereges gejst oETt |V-adwons TR IHeTEa g, 18
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The Emperor in his council (Raj-Sabha), leaving aside his monarchical

protocol, bows down and requests the disciple monk with honorific

salutation -

“Now, in the moming to deliver the sermon, Vacchakendra
(Shantichandra Upadhyay) in the council (Raj-Sabha) took his position
on the seat made up of gold. Thereafter the king bowed down and
addressed him as Oh! Revered one! Please enlighten us on some

astonishing issues."12
The temporal authority Akbar asks for orders from a spiritual authority -

“Thereafter, Shahi (Akbar) requested the guru-spiritual mentor that, Oh!

Venerable! Please give me some order/command."!3

Another observation from an eminent research scholar of Jainism is worth

noticing in relation to Acharayas’ superior position even to non-jain
Kings-

“The king, in order to escort Vadidevasuri to the latter's monastery, "lent
him his hand to lean on, and so went along with four white umbrellas
carried over his head, fanned by a multitude of chowries, and as he
went, the fwin conchs were blown, and the sky filled with the sound of

12 3 YA AT Fe AT FEIAEHEHIR THeT R, dal T Wy s e, &
U | FHAARTIATHA 29T -SSR AT AT ., 17
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crashing drums." All of these are symbols of royalty, here being shared
by the king with the mendicant and demonstrating the Jain view of the
king as inferior to the true mendicant...

...From the perspective of Jain dharma the authority of a king was inferior
to the spiritual aquthority of an orthoprax mendicant, as seen in the

manner by which Jayasimha honored Vadidevasuri'4,"
(Emphasis supplied)

This peculiarity obviously concludes that the representative authority of
religious monks was independent and superior to temporal authority.
Acharyas were not vulnerable to materialistic needs nor were they
burdened with any business and materialistic interests. Therefore, they

could stand with ethics, truth and protect all interests of Sangh and
religion.

Can Shantidas Sheth, or his descendants or for that matter any Shravak
show such independence to temporal authority?2 | was greatly
astonished to observe at one place in some other Firman issued to
Shantidas Sheth, where he was referred as devoted servant of Islam?s.

Just imagine what activities and services rendered by him to Mughals

14 OPEN BOUNDARIES, Jain Communities and Cultures in Indian History edited by John E. Cort, pp.91-92 on
who is a king?

B«pedhi no Itihas, Part -II, Page no.159 — Firman-4, inter alia, states as follows: “....... Since the devoted
servant of Islam (Muti-ul-Islam}), Seth Shantidas the jeweler ....... "

Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 1985, vol.46 (1985) p.302 inter alia state as follows:

“

....... Since the agents of Seth Shantidas, who is devoted servant of Islam {Muti-ul-Islam) ......."
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would have created this image of Shantidas Sheth in minds of Mughal

Emperor to consider him as a devoted servant of Islam.

Hence, the independence of religion was undesirably hit when Shravaks
started asserting the right to act as a representative of Jain Sangh. This is
absolutely against the interest of Jain Sangh. This was first done by
Shantidas Sheth and {ill today their descendants have maintained the
monopoly of Shravaks. Today, the so-called representative authority AKT
behaves, acts and conducts as if Jain religion is subjugated under the
temporal authority. This is obviously because Shravaks of AKT, who
usurped Jaina Order of representation through Acharayas, act as
subjects of State. Their such submissive representative claims have fill
date caused the Jain Sangh huge loss of religious capital and religious

rights.

4. Firman recelved by His Holiness Gacchadhipati Shri Hirvijay Suri vis-a-
vis Shantidas Seth- The evident effect of the above can be seen from
the comparison of Firman received by H.H. Hirvijay Suri M.S. vis-a-vis
Firmans of Shantidas Sheth. As it shall be seen, there are glaring apparent
differences in these Firmans, and one of the main reason is the gap in

stature between Gacchadhipati H.H. Hirvijay Suri M.S. as Spiritual

Sovereign and Shantidas Sheth as Shravak.
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The Firmans as received by Shantidas Sheth were granted to him as a

servant's, slave!” or subject. On the contrary, the Firman received by
Achraya, is not issued upon Acharya as a Subject or slave but as a
religious head'®. In fact, the Firman bestowed upon Acharya is
addressed as an edict to all office bearers of Akbars empire and
dominion of present and future times'?. This also shows that the order
given in the Firman would apply to the entire dominion of Akbar and

continue to bind his successors.

Further, the Firmans obtained by Seth Shantidas was a favour®, while

that issued in the name of H.H. Hirvijay Suriji was an honour. The Firman

194,.the paragana of Palitana, also called Shatrunja, situated in the Sarkar of Sorath, a dependency of Subha of
Ahmedabad, had been given to this servant as Inam by way of altamgha for two lakhs of dams....” Pg no. 81 of
Imperial Mughal Farmans in Gujarat, by Khan Bahadur M.S. Commissariat

17« the district of Palitana, which is called Satranja in the jurisdiction of Sorath Sarkar, a dependency of the

Suba of Ahmedabad(and) the revenue of which is two lacs of Dams has been settled as perpetual Inam on the
slave(the petitioner) the above mentioned (and) that he (the petitioner)therefore hopes that glorious edict
may also be granted by our Court...” Firman issued by Aurangzeb to Shantidas Sheth in 1658 AD

'8 The words of Firman issued by Akbar as reproduced under paragraph 28 of judgment on pg. No. 95: “.......
therefore, having heard, on several occasion, of the godliness and austere devotin of Heer Bijoy Soor, an
Achraj (preceptor) of the Jain Setambari religion or doctrine, and his disciples and followers, who live at the
ports of Goozrat, we had sent for him, and when, after the interview which made me very happy, he intended
to return to the usual place of his residence, ....... g

1% “Be it known to the Officers of the present and future times, the Governors, Kurrorees, Jaegheerdars of the
Soobahs (Provinces) of the Malwali and Shah Jehanabad, (Delhi) Akburabad, (Agra) the seat of Government,
Lahore: (another) seat of Government, Mooltan the place of protection, Ahmedabad, ﬁjmeer the auspicious,
Meerut and Goozrat, and the province of Bengal, as well as other countries in (our) dominion.”- Firman issued
by Akbar as reproduced under paragraph 28 of judgement on Pg no. 94 of Judgment

20« Satidas has presented a Petition praying that in this manner a new high command should be given...” -
Firman issued by Moorad Bukhash to Shantidas Sheth in 1657 AD

“...We give these two hills also to Shantidas Jawahari of the Shrawak community as a special favour so that he
may be entirely satisfied.” - Firman issued by Aurangazeb to Shantidas Sheth in 1660 AD
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given to Seth Shantidas mentions just a few of our Tirths2' while that

bestowed upon H. H.Hirvijay Suriji covers all places of worship belonging

to the Jain Shwetambar community22,

The Firman which was bestowed to H.H.Hirvijay Suriji M.S. leaves no doubt
to the fact that Firman is perpetual in nature?. Further, the Firman is
inclusive of a clause for strict adherence to the orders therein and that
no other document be required in future as well?4, This clearly effaces the

need for any new Firman. Whereas the Firmans given to Seth Shantidas

is absent of any such clause.

The Firman honouring H.H. Hirvijay Suriji clearly indicates that places of
worship and the Tirths belonged to the Jain Shwetambar community and

that Akbar just reconfirmed the same?. Whereas the Firman given to

21« The temples of Chintaman and Satranja and Sankesarah and Kasari existed... in the possession of
Satidas...” Firman issued by Shah Jahan to Shantidas Sheth in1629 AD

“... there is a mountain in Junagadh famous as Girnal (Girnar), and there is another hill at Abuiji.... We give
these two hills also to Shantidas Jawahari of the Shrawak community as a special favour so that he may be
entirely satisfied.” - Firman issued by Aurangazeb to Shantidas Sheth in 1660 AD

22 “we grant, and bestow upon, Heer BijorSoor, Acharj of the Jain Setambari religion, the mountain Siddhachul,
the mountain Girnar, the mountain Tarunga, the mountain Kessuria-nath, and the mountain Abhoo, lying in
the country of Goozrat, the five mountains of Rajgiree, and the mountain Somed Sekhur alias Parusnauth, lying

in the country of Bengal, together with all the places of worship and pilgrimage below the mountains, ....... -
Firman issued by Akbar as reproduced under paragraph 28 of judgment on Pg no. 96 of Judgment

23 “May this Firman shine like the sun and the moon amongst the followers of the Jain Setambari religion, as
long as the sun may shine in the day with his resplendent rays, and the moon make the night delightful by her
light.”-Firman issued by Akbar as reproduced under paragraph 28 of judgment on Pg no. 97 of Judgment

24 wlet the orders contained in (this) Firman, which commands obedience, by (inhabitants of) the world, be
acted upon and carried out, and let none depart from the same, and require a new Sunnud (Grant) ......".-
Firman issued by Akbar as reproduced under paragraph 28 of judgment on Pg. No., 97

25« as it appeared to us upon enquiry and we are satisfied that those mountains and places of worship
appertain to the religion of Jain Setambari, therefore, in compliance...” - Firman issued by Akbar as reproduced
under paragraph 28 of judgment on pg. No 96
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Seth Shantidas indicates that the Tirths were given as inam (gift) which

essentially means that it earlier did not belong to the Jain Shwetambar
community. On the top of it, for our most sacred Shatrunjay Tirth, Sheth
Shantidas explicitly admitted that the Tirth was received in gift. Sadly, he
created and left a strong and long-lasting proof of admission by
engraving this fact on inscriptions of Parikar of Aadinath Bhawan on
Shatrunjay Tirth2é, This was a blow leaving a scar upon future generations,
making it difficult to establish rights of Chaturvidh Sangh over Shatrunjay
Tirth.

5. Other personality traits of Shantidas Sheth conflicting with the religion:
Apart from this, the judgment, the book referred therein; and other
sources speak of many social, political and business traits of Shantidas
Sheth that conflicted with religion and at times damaged it. Shantidas
Sheth is recognized as a founding father of the present so-called
representative body of Shwetamber Murtipujak Jain Sangh i.e. AKT.
However, such historical evidence shows us a different picture about his
personality. He being a wealthy banker had funded barbarous Mughal
Emperor to raise army against Indian King of Ujjain?. He participated in

the war of succession for Delhi throne among princes?. Sheth Shantidas

26 Jain Paramparano Ithas Prakaran no.58-page no. 138

27 The Jain Paramparano Itihas Prakran 58 Page no 142 notes that Shantidas Sheth provided financial support
to Aurangzeb and Murad Baksh for building an army of 88,000 for building an army against the king of Ujjain.

28 “puring the War of Succession, he espoused the cause of Prince Murad Baksh to whom he advanced money
to the tune of Rs 5 Lakh 50 thousand”. (Proceedings of Indian History Congress, 1985, Vol. 46, Pg 302)
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used his influence over the Jain Community for the Mughal Emperor's

advantages.
In this regard one scholar notes that,

"The influence exercised by Shantidas over the mahagjans of
Ahmedabad was sought to be utilized by Aurangzeb to his advantage.
This may explain to some extent the favours which Aurangzeb bestowed
on Seth Shantidas disregarding the fact that the latter had given

financial help to his adversary Prince Murad."??

The text of Jain Parampara no Itihas as in Prakran 58 page 137 says that
the bank of Seth Shantidas always remained open for Muslim Emperor
Shahjahan, his princes and subah inspite of the fact that Muslims

regularly looted money, food grains, properties, domestic animals and

even young girls of Hindu family .

At one proceeding of Indian History Congress, 2012 Vol. 73, Pg 506, it was
noted that,

“Shantidas thus widened his social base through the mechanism of

religion."

2 proceeding of Indian History Congress, 1985, Vol. 46, Pg 302

30 436 9liRUELHoll UEL CUEANSE 2ULEEL, Aotl AEMERA AU Youl cdl? 12 tlutell s ocll. AulA w2
NSA 2R A Bl AR dzell 251 iell 1ol asdl adl.

ol d2s ELel0AH Zcudet Agloll JuctHial Bgaullett udHiel o, Hict RAsd, 2o, €Sy, U
ad)? W Tl 5o AP Golcll il Hell UA Hslat, ltdl, Y3l ARA Ecitell A ell &clLJain
Paramparano Ithas Prakaran no.58-page no, 137
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To conclude, the above historical references indicate that Shantidas

Sheth camied out such activities which were grossly ireligious, i.e
supporting Muslim Emperor for their barbarous activities, using religion for
self-benefits and misusing religious influence over community for Mughal
Emperor's advantage. Also, after observing the book of Khan Bahadur
M.S. Commissariat, one can conclude that he has taken as many as
around 20 Firmans from Mughul Emperors. Out of this, majority were for
his business interests or personal gain. Few of them were for Tirths (which
brought down the overall status of the Jaina Order. Firman obtained by
Shantidas Sheth were not out of gratitude or true respect, unlike in the
case of Firmans obtained by Jain Acharyas). Looking at the influence he
enjoyed in Mughal courts, and the ease at which he used to take
Firmans, it was an easy task for him to get the Akbar's Firman
reconfirmed. This would have been great service to Jin Shashan, rather
than to take Firmans of few Tirths in his own name as representative of

the Shravak Community.

Apart from this grave damage to the traditional order and system of Jain
Sangh, it would not be out of place to mention here activities of
Shantidas Sheth which played crucial role in creating rift in Tapagacch
ignoring and side-lining the then Acharya of Shwetamber Murtipujak Jain
Sangh. The following activities will show how he challenged the

prescribed Jaina Order and authority in multiple ways.

It was his involvement in getting Muktisagar M.S of Sagargachchh the

title of Acharaya against the wishes of Tapagacchadhipati. Seth
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Shantidas would leave no stones untumed to challenge Supremacy of

Dharmacharya.

In Jaina Order, a monk is given responsibility and duties of an Acharaya
on the basis of merits and the powers to nominate one are vested in
dharmacharya. Sheth Shantidas played power politics to pressurize the
religious head to designate Muktisagar M.S. as an Acharya. The relevant
portion of the above in 'Jain parampara no itihas' is reproduced in

footnote.3!

In fact, the ‘Jain parampara no itihas'; prakaran - 58 P No 129 notes that
in order to confer upadhyay and Acharya padvi, Sheth Shantidas
kidnapped Nagarsheth of Khambhat and kept him under house arrest.
He threatened him with death to get approval of H.H. Ga. Vijaydev Suri

for conferring Aacharya title upon Rajsagar Gani M.S.32

31916 V3L UL WA dRYetiausA WSL BllS] [Qeidl 531 3, “ed U, YEau01R 21l Guital2ue wadl”

ol 5| ¥cllol UL WU ¥, “Halojellel | § dAHIZL ARG UMY 8, Udd il M A AM 6 3,
Uecl R da dslrll scllell 3 A2 A2 aducloll did «tell. A slal ], Hlal o vuud], s audl ua
sll? ot AUl Aot QAR s Ud 8.~

s1setia} w2 Al veul 53 et Ussy, 2 vciel W@ @) ull Al “Rol) wiuedl Hey” 58 A aud
Hotu| % otssl 52 &,

6 § 3l ARURA @gRs oo, U 3l HEAUDR RN AMell 618 ¥ Gutan aetcll, Ul
suiued] wutdl Gut, sl 2eta12 213l e uhl 4L, ANRUDIRYR olaticllaL”

-Jain Parampara no Itihas Prakaran 58,page no 128

32 gt 8l et R 2. 167910 well il AlgHIH RAA Sctl, o Welldoll o6 cAAGE s 1
AU WHELCUE 2iLedl. D6 2ALRELR UAR B Yodloll Hrll SleUMT AES vietdatl A6 Wetlal
AR A vl et B vloticall A A uuioiell wauez] ¥, “916 | AR Viellctetl S Al B 3 A&l ?
o A alcllofl B9l At Al Vet i 2t vl 30l Qorait ayR Wetoll ata o U 8( o012 2Rl
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This was the extent to which Sheth Shantidas went to get his motives
fulflled. Not only that he was instrumental for expanding
Sagargachchh by using criminal and illegitimate means but also used
all policies of saam, daam, dand and bhed. This is evident from *Jain
parampara no itihas' — Prakaran 58 Pg No 130, a part of which is

reproduced in footnote.®

Guitataue Wl i wetiaaledl soeid W Adl yoit A dl ¥ dl 1glell géla viewd %8
usell”

il A61R1RA it atd gl A daet ¥ eist. 3 RQwad ayR WA ¥t wivedl Wiy Al sletias W
Wttt Wl @au 1ol WA WHEIatE N Doetl ASA WUUIR 681 AdiauL.

gl sl Rt ayRA W o alA Guranaued wiucel]l ys aet ydlsad As waAn
Qedletl sdcttarell 4 Brara 7 coll Aul ar@u enndl A uz AslA wnad.

A6 WRELR A 167941 WMELALE N W @R 20A atst. 80 Ryt apRel atudu ol Guitau
uedl sl A2A AxQ 6 Gul. AR AR etel wlavia @l

utdl 6 ARER 2L 1686 B6 YR 140t A vimeraien @l sl arcdranllal @BAyRUeH 1A
58 GuL. 2w 2R wralue ol widl, Aney ollat yRAMA Guitau, Ustd a2 wottell,.. A ama
GuL. sl A2RA 1L 3 ANAARYR Ad ey sl -

-Jain Parampara no Itihas Prakaran 58, page no 129

3 o9& -
A6 AR EIR AR5t ULd HAA Rae clottarat A, EH, €5 AUA AE T AR o[l 513 .

s5ulAoll AWE 5CUR A 1685HL A ugtacllii U B b, @A 167941 URAEH sFUUHA U
Auasell Suadl a2 2918l usal wuell AtteAYReAl dAUDReAL Yeliot SABA dAlglet 58 AtAYRaAL
55 cloll GUBRL ALY ottuall. 55 ctotl FoAlA GUEWS osioll2 W 2ol sRue 53 ele 1l

SELU olg AR & dl BU Uealtil A-AYReAL AUl Folloll £5 R Al URRA &l 2uel
AMELAUE ol oA21016 ARELR 2ALAYRoAL AUDIREAL AR %R R] B, o8l AR BRI AUPIRIRUML EWEA
2120 Al A AR sl @ A AQ AR ULRIRIML £t Actial et cllbil.”
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I would like to conclude the third part by indicating that the facts
mentioned in all three parts of my Nivedan are just the tip of the iceberg.
The damages which occurred to Jain Shashan will be met with dire
consequences for future generations, if not reversed. While we do not
accept all the opinions by scholars, the facts noted by them are of grave

concern.

It will not be out of place here to refer to Prabhudas Bechardas Parekh,
who was a well-known Jain Pandit and was a devout Shravak with an
unparallel inclination towards Jaina Order. He has authored multiple
articles with deep insights concerning Jaina Order. Those articles are full
of multifaceted viewpoints for the subject matter of the article. He being
a Shravak was not authorised to study Jain Agams and, therefore, out of
this ignorance, his articles might be prone to a few shortcomings. Yet, he
swam intfo deep waters describing the nuances of internal Jaina systems
(and even International World Order). The views expressed in his articles
made the readers ponder. He has at multiple times denounced the
representative authority of AKT which illegitimately seized the authority
of Chaturvidh Jain Sangh. He has clearly opined that such usurpation of
representative authority from Chaturvidh Sangh by Shravakas are

Ul 26 AAEIRA s324H Aot Folld Al 2l ague] B, R 241 3 wesl Wall Al § AUAYHL -
oicl Guusi oituicll eefaL”

WREUA 52 dcton 3y wiesl Wall clltl. Ul Aetyell dAULdLRE9elL clloll ADIRIRESHL Gl WA
A6 WAL AUAYML 5FH ol ol GUIB vlotlcll w02,

{2 AR § AWLReetL 2Jclloll ADIRIAIHI ALuRL Eetl. AHB GUBRA Wllotl 1B 512 «1A Acu ke, 20 £l
RAUAY UL AULIIHI . 1680H1 A uedl USL, MLl GUIBLlell A aUDL USL

-Jain Parampara no Itihas Prakaran 58,page no 130
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extremely detrimental to Jaina Order as per scriptures. He has narrated

how the actions of AKT have damaged the Jaina Order since the last
few centuries.

His views were also echoed in the caution sounded by His Holiness
Munipravar Mohiit Vijayji Maharaj Saheb. After analysing the legal history
of Jain Tirths, H.H. Munipravar Mohijitvijayji M.S. had alarmed me over the
trajectory with which the rights of Jain community over Tirths are lost due
to the representation of AKT for Chaturvidh Sangh. While he was on his
death bed, he had tasked me to remain vigilant for all opportunities of
Tirth Raksha. Now, with the documents and evidence that have come
to my notice, | can certainly, without an iota of doubt, conclude that the
views expressed by late Prabhudasbhai and H.H. Mohiitvijayji M.S. are

absolutely true in relation to AKT's role in damaging the Jaina Order.

All my actions and Nivedans towards AKT are not out of any personal
differences or vendetta towards AKT or its dynastic ruling family. This
family has been rich and affluent since the times of Shantidas Sheth. They
have done numerous pious and religious deeds at different points in time

by utilising their resources. | appreciate those good deeds.

But for their activities which are counter-productive to Jaina Order, we
are duty bound to personally intervene and make our utmost efforts to
rescue Tirth and Shashan, because the Tirthankars have devolved upon
us the responsibility of Tirth Raksha and Shashan Raksha. | strongly believe
that it is not advisable to publish such issues in public, unless necessitated

and compelled to do so for protecting the interests of Jain Shasan. After
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studying the legal history of Tirths | have come across a host of grave
issues concerning Tirth rights. | have since decades tried to personally
inform and pursue AKT regarding these issues with a prod to act. But all
my efforts to make them adequately active to take actions for

protecting our Tirth-rights went in vain. Yet, | bore the brunt of all the

inactiveness of AKT silently while personally interacting with its Trustees,

but never went in pubilic till date.

However, in the present case, affidavits, annexures that formed part of
the said Judgment were published in public and the judgment was
projected as a great victory neglecting the dark side of it. This made all
the errors of AKT public which can be easily deciphered by any legal
expert. Since all documents were freely made accessible and available
to the public, | foo had to make the analysis public in order to make the
Jain Sangh aware of the facts. My actions are backed by sound legal

adyvice too.

At last, a small but a very relevant gospel for AKT which | would like to
point out is that, if they would have pressed the very same ideas which
exist in the annexures submitted by themselves before the Gujarat High
Courtin this case and illustrated hereinabove, then they could have got
a judgment which would have reversed the centuries of old mistakes of
usurping the Jaina Order. | hope the same will be taken positively even

now and a proper rectification process will be initiated by AKT.

Actions and Nivedens against affluent businessmen in public invites big

frouble and adversities, even for the Dharmaacharyas in these times, still
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with the driving force of Jinagna, | have been able to do this. My infinite

vandan to Jinas, through whom we get such strength.

Acheesrya \J"’TL hvShect syan

(Ga. Acharya Yugbhushansuri)

Note: All my Nivedans on analysis of Nilkanth Mahadev Temple Case
were not made out of envy or disliking towards any other religion or their
temples. The only pious intention is that the legal rights of significant
places of worship of every religion must be allowed to be maintained
and protected. The public awareness regarding this judgment was
made so that legitimate rights of significant places of worship don't get

snatched away and stay protected.
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